
Tobacco and COVID-19
Dr Angela Ciobanu, Technical Officer, WHO/EURO

Tobacco Industry Virus and its’ Romanian strain during COVID-19
A snapshot of TI Interference through COVID-19 CSR Activities
Ramona Brad 

2035 Tobacco-Free Romania Initiative Project Director



2



3

PMI-Donation to Red Cross Romania-March 2020

1 Milion EUR
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Red Cross Romania 

Breaching Own Rules…

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 

Allow me first to confirm that the ICRC remains fully committed
to the policy and regulatory framework that you have recalled
and maintains strict screening practices which would not permit
the ICRC to partner or to accept donations of any kind from
companies that are engaged in activities that do not conform to
the mission, Fundamental principles or objects of the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement - this is
defined to exclude partnerships with corporations which, as you
have rightfully reminded, are engaged in the production,
manufacturing or distribution of products that are widely
recognized as deleterious to health, such as tobacco products.
Such policy commitments also exist at the level of the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement
(Movement) and I wish you to note that the ICRC was not
consulted in the instance of the donation to the Romanian Red
Cross.

Red Cross Romania-reply to Rise Project, journalist:

We mention that our organization did not publicly associate with Philip
Morris, which is why we did not make the donation public and did not
communicate in any way the contribution of this company. Therefore,
please avoid the association of the image between the two entities through
this material.

Red Cross Romania-reply to 2035 Tobacco Free Romania:

The Romanian National Red Cross Society (SNCRR) is a humanitarian
organization, member of the International Red Cross Movement and
Crescent, auxiliary to public authority and empowered by law to provide
humanitarian assistance in emergencies and come to support for vulnerable
people. In its daily humanitarian activity, the Romanian Red Cross does
not conclude partnerships with companies whose activity may be
detrimental the image of the organization and the fundamental
principles that guide us activity. In the context of the spread of COVID-19
on the Romanian territory, SNCRR was designated at the governmental level
as the main collection point, both for financial donations, as well as in kind.
Considering his role as an assistant to the state authority in fight against
contagion, after consulting international bodies of the Red Cross, the
Romanian Red Cross has accepted, on an exceptional basis, donation
made by the company Philip Morris, for the purpose of purchasing
materials so necessary for national health efforts.ʺ
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PMI-Hot meals for frontline medical staff/partnership with hospitality 
industry- June 2020

0.25 Mil. EUR
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BAT-first ever attempt to formalize a partnership with the 
Ministry of Health through a ventilators donation-May 

2020- 1 Mil EUR



Thank you!

For any questions, feel 
free to contact:

2035 Tobacco Free 
Romania Initiative

www.2035faratutun.ro

Email: 
office@2035faratutun.ro

Facebook page 
2035FaraTutun

http://www.2035faratutun.ro/
mailto:office@2035faratutun.ro

